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STRATEGIC GOALS

ABOUT US

To restore and maintain balance
to our ecosystem, working closely
with our local and federal
stakeholders on natural resource
stewardship and agricultural
development

The Guam Department of
Agriculture was established
under Public Law 3-103, effective
August 1, 1956.

MISSION

To develop and protect the
island's agriculture, natural
resources and aquatic and
wildlife resources

To protect and promote the
agricultural resources and
economy of the Territory of
Guam by research, quarantine,
control and conservation.

To monitor, manage and recover
Guam's natural resources.

Chelsa Muña-Brecht
Director

To increase and improve our level of services to farmers and
landowners by providing cohesive implementation of
programs

VISION
The Department's role of
developing and protecting the
island's agriculture, natural
resources, and aquatic and
wildlife resources is
accomplished through the
functions of various divisions.

To coordinate an efficient network of programs and market
services; and to encourage people to protect, nurture and
conserve our natural resources through the functions of our
various divisions
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FORESTRY AND SOIL RESOURCES
"To conserve, protect and enhance Guam's vegetative environment and sustain the natural resources, WHICH ARE DEPENDENT
ON HEALTHY FORESTS."
Through efforts of Guam Forestry and the
Guam Fire Department, there were less fires in
2021 with a total of 177 wildfires that burned
approximately 3,624 acres of land (2.67% of
total area). Furthermore, in this fiscal year, the
Guam Forestry nursery propagated 12,000
acacia trees and 4,500 assorted native trees to
support the Forest Stewardship program
objectives. Also in assistance with the
stewardship plan, 550 assorted native trees
were planted on a 4-acre footprint within the
COTAL Conservation Reserve.

BIOSECURITY
"To assist stakeholders interested in imports and exports of food and agriculture items, to assist in food security and safety
concerns, and to coordinate the Government of Guam's responses to new invasive threats."
The Biosecurity Division serves as the Department of
Agriculture's center for Biosecurity and Agricultural Quarantine
at the Plant Inspection Facility. The Plant Inspection Section
operates a federally certified plant inspection station for Guam
and others in the region. The Plant Inspection Facility inspects
live plants with pest identification determinations performed

Number of
plants imported
and inspected
for FY2021:
94,700

and shipment dispositions ordered, to protect Guam from invasive pests and diseases. As of FY 2021, there was a total
of 94,700 plants that were imported and inspected by the Biosecurity Division.

AQUATIC AND WILDLIFE RESOURCES
"Working through partnerships to conserve and manage fish and wildlife and their habitats for the use and enjoyment of current
and future generations."
The Division of Aquatic and Wildlife Resources (DAWR) monitors, manages and protects fish,
coral reefs, and wildlife resources for enjoyment by the people of Guam. Fisheries conduct
fishing effort surveys, maintain recreational fishing ramps, conduct research on fish species
and their habitats, and provide educational opportunities and outreach. The Wildlife Section
produces ko'ko' and sihek for reintroduction into predator-reduced areas, conducts bird and
bat surveys, public awareness campaigns, hunter safety classes, and hunting derbies.

DIRECTOR'S OFFICE
"OVERSEES AND PROVIDES MANAGEMENT FOR THE DEPARTMENT'S
DIVISIONS IN ACCOMPLISHING PROGRAM OBJECTIVES."

What would you like to
see reported on in this
page? Please let us
know by contacting
Chelsa Muña-Brecht at
(671) 300-7965/66.

CONSUMER, MARKETING & FARMS
"Provide for the further development of the agricultural
industry in adopting organic and conservation practices in the
protection of land, water resources safeguarding human
health and the environment."
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All sources received during the
fiscal year 2021 were
significantly higher than in
previous years. In 2021, the
total funds increased by 67%
compared to 2020.

FY 2021

HOW OUR SOURCES WERE USED
The total amount expended in
the fiscal year 2021 was
$6.8M. This is an increase of
9% compared to 2020, mainly
from supplies using federal
funds, and miscellaneous and
utilities using other funds.

FY 2021

Approved Funding to Combat Brown Tree Snakes (BTS)
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DOAg is part of the GovGuam-wide audit. GovGuam received a clean opinion in fiscal year 2021 from the independent auditor of Deloitte & Touche.
To view this report, please visit https://www.opaguam.org/sites/default/files/2_-_govguam_fs21_final_jul_18_2022_0.pdf.
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CHALLENGES
Traditional brown treesnake control tools are lure-based and are
not working with so many birds and lizards present. Only visual
searching and hand-removal of snakes are working to control
the population. DAWR is partnering with the Office of Insular
Affairs, US Fish & Wildlife Service, USDA APHIS Wildlife Services,
and community partners to eradicate snakes from Dano'.

Guam lies within the typhoon belt which leads to an
average of three tropical storms and one typhoon each
year. Natural events and disasters can cause contaminated
bodies of water, loss of harvest or livestock, destruction of
irrigation systems, and damages in other agricultural
infrastructure.

Because of wildfires and the degraded landscape of Guam,
the water quality and water supplies are at risk of
deteriorating. Movement of sediment from erosion into
waterways is a problem associated with poor land cover
which reduces the quality of surface water, domestic water
supplies, and fragile reef systems.

Brown Treesnakes
on Islan Dano'

Climate on Guam

Water Quality &
Water Supply

MOVING FORWARD
Phase One:
Development of an
Island-wide HCP

The Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) involves input from
stakeholders in local and federal government agencies, and
community groups working together. “The creation of an
Island-Wide HCP will enable us to protect habitats for
endangered and threatened species while providing a course
of action for responsible development,” said Chelsa MunaBrecht, Director of DOAG.

Field-to-Fork Event

The Field-to-Fork event is to promote safe, responsible, and
ethical hunter development and to help facilitate the 3Rs:
Recruit new hunters, Retain current hunters, and Reactivate
former hunters. The event also encourages community
contributions to Guam's food security and active participation
in reducing the damage caused by deer and pigs to Guam's
island ecosystem.

Spay and Neuter
Island Pets (SNIP)

SNIP's goal is to create a sustainable impact on the animal
population of Guam, decrease animal suffering, and
increase community education that addresses the issue of
Guam's stray animal population. The program is hoping to
open the clinic to the public for non-GAIN adopted pets
around mid 2022.

We want to hear from you. Do you like this report? Do you believe it should include any
other information? Please let us know by contacting (671) 300-7965/66.

