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73¢ on Guam

. By Brett Kelman
Pacific Dazly News

Thf: govemo: s ofﬁce intends to
i a contract worth up o $2.7 mil-

slion’to a busmess ownéd by a legal
,'co nsel for Gov. Bddie Calvo and Li,
Gov Ray Tenorio’s gubernatorial

InYourVoice

Post your comment.on
‘WWW. guampdn com

A buqmcss entity owned by Tom
Fisher, who also is a former law fum
partner with Tenorio’ s w1fe has been
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b QT ' a néw fan motdr in o condenser unit A See Revamg
ON THE NET
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A Continved from Page 1

was recently awardad to a new bus;-
ness started by an atlomey with ties
to Gov. Eddie Calvo and 1.t Gov.
Ray Tenorio.
. Guam Medical Referral Service,
which is owned by attorney Tom
Fisher, has been working for the
govemment since July, even without
‘Attorney General Leonardo Ra-
.padas’ or the governor’s signatures
‘on the contract.
; The contract is worth as much as
$2.7 million over five years. The so-
dection process has been protested
by another bidder.
- Fisher is a former law partner with
the lieutenant governor’s wife, He
:also served as a legal counsel for the
. Galvo-Teporio gubernatorial cam-
paign. _

Inresponse to concerns about the
selection, governor’s spokesman

Troy Torres said Wednesday that
Fisher was chosen because he is the
most qualified and offered the Jow-

‘est bid. However, Arriola said ves-
' terday that procigement restrictions
left him unable to provide docu-
ments or data to verify either of Tor-
1es’ statements,

Amiola said Fisher began work
on Jaly 24. When asked vesterday if
the contract was final even without
signatures from the attorney gener-
al or the governor, Arriols made this
statement: “We are moving on. And
Fthink that it would {be} a formali -

ST

eferral:

ty for the attorney general and the
governof to sign (the confract.) ft
has gone through oui process and
we need 1o service our customers.”

Auriola said GovGuam was “un-
der the gun” to hire a medical refer-
ral company in July so there would
be no gap in service for sick or in-
Jured residents who need off-island
beatment.

Hisher’s company aleady is pro-
viding that service, and if the aftor-

ney general finds issue with the med-
ical referral contract during an ongo-
ing legal review, “thén there js a
problem,” Arriola said.

“We will take it from there, But
we need to move on,” Amiola said
yesterday during the press confer-
ence,

Carlina Charfavros, a spokes-
woman for the Office of the attorney
General, confirmed that her office ro.
ceived the medical referral services
contract for review yesterday.

Despite a request for comment,
the AG’s office didn’t respond to
Aniola’s statement about how the
attorney peneral’s signature was a
formality.

Neither did James Canto, the Zav-
emor’s legal counsel, who is a for
mer law partner of Fisher and a cur-
Tent nominee to be a judge in the
Superior Court of Guarg.

Governor’s spokesman Philip
Leon Guerrero said Canto would is-
sue a statement about the legality of
the contract vesterday aﬁemog}n i
Py R et o] :

however, no soch staterient had
been released as of 7 p.m.

Fisher l;e.Sponds

Fisher yesterday said that Guam
Medical Referral Service is fully
qualified for the government con-
tract, and it was proper and “neces-
sary™ fo begtn work in July, evén
when the AG and governor had ot
signed his conttact.yet, He said the
work for the contract may have be-
gun July 24 or as early July 21.

“The point is to make sure that
these people who are going through
an inherently stressful time are
treated well,” Fisher said. “If yon
ate sick and have 1o tfravel off is-
land, the last thing you want to

oty about is housing, transporta-
tion and comniunication with fam-
ily back on Goam, We want to
make sure that worry is takeén off
their shoulders.”

GovGuam’s medical referral
service is responsible for coordi-
nating clinical treatment for sick
tesidents who must go off island to
receive care. The contract helps
arrange lodging and transportation
to medical appointments, and gen-
erally acts as a “concierge serv-
ice,” Fisher said. '

As an explanation of his creden-
tials, Fisher said he has e erice

of administrative experience. His le-
gal background with medical priva-
¢y laws also is part of his credentials,
Fisher said.

“We were selected and T am ca-
pable of fulfilling this confract,” he
sdid. “We've got a great team as-
setobled and we are working. We
are making sure that all the servie.

€8 are accomplished and people who
are going off istand for medical reat-
ment are treated well,

Fisher said he woul
to any questior

fions to the C

On Wednesday, da senif a letter
of protest to the General Services
Administration, which handles Goy-
Guam procurement, alleging that his
bid price wiis *“jeopardized and tim-
pered with,”

Arriola said yesterday that he
couldn’t discuss Ada’s letter, howev-
er he added that Ada had “every
right” to pursue his procurement
protest.

TRADE MARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE
MICRONESIA AND PALAU

Notice is hereby given that
PHILIP MORRIS BRANDS S.a.r.l.

Quai Jeanrenaud 3,

2000 Neuchatel, Switzerland
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